Discretionary Funds
These funds are cash limited means tested funds and not all students who apply will receive assistance.  The funds are means tested for students studying both Higher and Further Education courses, who require additional financial assistance.  The funds are divided into two elements to assist with Housing Costs and General Hardship.
The college can only accept online applications, and you will be invited to apply for funding once the fund has been advertised as opened. 
Who can apply for the discretionary fund?

· you must be over the statutory school leaving age at the start of your course
· you must meet the general residence criteria – you must be ;

· ordinarily resident  in the UK, Channel Islands and Isle of Man for three years immediately before the start of the academic year;

· settled in the UK as described in the Immigration Act 1971;

· an EU Migrant Worker,(contact Student Funding for more information)

· Refugee/Leave to Remain 

· ordinarily resident in Scotland on the start date of your course
· for housing costs you must prove that you are not eligible for Housing Benefit and are liable for rent or mortgage in your own name

· for general hardship you must provide evidence of financial hardship
Ordinary residence – the courts have defined ‘ordinary residence’ as ‘habitual and normal residence in one place’. It basically means that, throughout a set period, you and your parents or spouse, civil partner or partner live in a country year after year by choice, apart from temporary or occasional absences such as holidays or business trips. Living in a country totally or mainly for the purpose of receiving full-time education does not count as being ordinarily resident in that country.
Housing Costs

Priority is given to students who are ineligible to claim housing benefit as a result of their enrolment in full time education.  

Students who are under 21 and studying a non-advanced (FE) course, with their own tenancy, or are in College Accommodation can apply for Housing Benefit and should contact the Local Authority to apply 
Lone parents and couples with dependent children can also apply for Housing Benefit and should contact the Local Authority to apply
Hardship

This fund will advertised when it is available, all applications are considered on an individual basis for each eligible student dependent on their needs, their circumstances and the availability of the fund as it is cash limited and processed on a ‘first come first served basis’
The residence eligibility conditions can be complicated.  If you are in any doubt about your residence status, you should contact the Student Funding Section for more information.

No one can be guaranteed support as funds are limited.  All students are advised to apply as soon as possible once the fund has been advertised.
What are my responsibilities?

All awards and payments are subject to your satisfactory attendance, conduct and progress.

HN Level Courses
Students studying HNC/HND/BA courses must have applied for the maximum SAAS award available to them, and also the maximum student loan from SLC (see table below)
Independent Students

	Household income
	Bursary
	Loan

	£0 to 18,999
	£875
	£6,750

	£19,000 to £23,999
	£0
	£6,750

	£24,000 to £33,999
	£0
	£6,250

	£34,000 and above
	£0
	£4,750


Young Students

	Household income
	Bursary
	Loan

	£0 to £18,999
	£1,875
	£5,750

	£19,000 to £23,999
	£1,125
	£5,750

	£24,000 to £33,999
	£500
	£5,750

	£34,000 and above
	£0
	£4,750


If SAAS are not paying your course fees, then you must submit a copy of your instalment plan or receipt.
Care Experienced Students
If you are under 26 at the start date of your course and have been in the care of a Local Authority, your total funding (up to £7,625) will be a bursary from SAAS.  You cannot apply for a student loan for living costs.  Please contact SAAS for more information.

What if my circumstances change?

If your housing or financial circumstances change during the year, you must notify Student Funding as soon as possible.

Can I appeal?

The decision to allocate Discretionary Funds is made on the basis of your individual needs and the availability of funds.  If you wish to appeal against the decision you should in the first instance, request a review of this from the Student Funding Manager.
Can I get any other help?

Some students (including lone parents, student couples with children, students with disabilities, those under 21 considered vulnerable on non-advanced courses) may be entitled to claim benefits whilst attending full time education.  See the ‘Benefits for Students in Scotland Handbook’, www.cpag.org.uk/bookshop/studentscotland
If you are 19 or under when you start a non-advanced course (FE) level, your parents can apply for child tax credit and child benefit for you as a dependent.

Council Tax

Full time students may be entitled to Council Tax discount/exemption, please see the Council Website on how to apply.  If your course last less than 24 weeks you may not be eligible to apply.
Will my funding be affected if I get part time work?

Most students need to work part time while studying.  There is no limit on how much you can earn and it does not affect your student funding.  

Useful Contacts

Child Tax Credit helpline

0800 469 6510

www.taxcreditsinlandrevenue.gov.uk
Managing Your Money www.nus.org.uk/en/advice
